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WARNING

This material contains information affecting
the National Defense of the United States
within the meaning of the espionage laws,
Title 18, USC, Secs. 793 and 794, the trans-
mission or revelation of which in any manner
to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.
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AN EVALUATION OF THE FETISOVO ARFA, USSR

This memorandum is in response to an internai request to evaiuate
and revise maps of selected area coverad by "Genetrix" photography
in the USSR, Smal; scale "Genetrix" photography covers approximately
5,000 square miles extending from the eastern shore of the Casplan
Sea in the vicinity of Fetisovo (42°L5tN-52°37'E) to Busaza (13°22'N-
5&032'E . The smaltl scale and poor quality of the photography
precludes detailed analysis of the area. Only major physical features
and the largest and most conspicuous cultural features are discernible
on the photogranhic coverage,

The most noticeable difference beltween the photogrephy and map
evaluated in this report (USAF Pilotage Chart, 320A) was in the
location of escarpments, saLt iakes, sand dune areas, and visible
roads. (see attached map overlay)

The entire arca is composed almost entireLy of horizontally
badded sedinmentary formations, with Little or no soili wantle,
apparently little or no vegetation and interior drainage, There
are two large salt lekes occupying interior basins,

The Kosa Ada (a spit) and Zaliv Kinderii (bay formed by the spit)
are the two most conspicuous coastal features in the area., The

Zaliv Kinderii was completely covered by ice in the_

nhoto coverage.
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The ocean terrace extends back to a steep wave-cut ciiff that
paraliels the shore trom 250 feet to 8,000 feect initand, The cliff
appears most pronounced to the south,

The Vpadina Kaundy is an interior structura;ideprbssion oceupied
in part by an irreguiar shaped salt lake, The basin is defined by a
cliff escarpment on every side but the northwest,

The arsa between 53° and 55° E has the appearance of a low
plateau with an undulating surface characterized by the outeropping
of horizontal sedimentary layers, irregular drainage pattern, scat-
tered small dry lake beds and little or no vegetation. Probablé
roads are indicated by dashed lines,

An escarpment extends to the south-southeast and to the north-
west from Besoky (L3920'N-53°38'E). Rast of the escarpment is a
broad lowland area with plateau remmants, extensive sand dune areas,
and tilted sedimentary rocks locally forming an occasional irrepu-
lar linear ridge. A salt lake approximately L0 mites hy L miles
occupies a depression immediately north of Saykuduk (L43°16'N-SLC10'E),
A road extends from Besoky to Saykuduk and to Busapa.

An irreguliar escarpment outlines the esstern edge of the basin
and the adjoining upland area, a part of the Ust'-Urt Plateau,
which extends far to the south snd east. This upland area apparentiy
has a soil mantle, little vegetation other than grass, and poorly

defined drainage patterns,
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Hahitation in the area appeared sparse, The small scale and
poor quality of phtography prevented more detailed analysis of

culturat features.

25X1D REFERENC

USAF Pilotage Chart 320A

Approved For Release 2001/08/13 : CIA-RDP78T05694A000300010020-3
SECRET



Approved For Release 2001/08/13 : CIA-RDP78T05694A000300010020-3

SECRET
CIA  INTERNAL USE ONLY

SPECIAL  HANDLING

©
pone SOV /\
o o
enome BT

/ . i

|
I KAUNDY
i

%
,

>
[
.

/

|

\

] =~

'

’ . !
(VS |
FETISQVO |

\ A N

MAP CORRECTION OVERLAY
FETISOVO AREA , USSR
42°35'N_52°25'E_TO 43°20'N_54°45'E
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